
Savasana Precautions: A Complete Guide 
to Safe and Effective Practice 

 

Savasana, also known as Corpse Pose, is often considered the easiest yoga posture because it 
simply involves lying down on the back. However, the reality is quite different. While the pose 
looks simple, practicing it correctly requires awareness, alignment, and mindfulness. 
Understanding proper savasana precautions is essential to ensure safety, comfort, and 
maximum benefits. Without attention to these precautions, practitioners may experience 
discomfort, strain, or even worsen existing health conditions. 

In this comprehensive guide, we will explore savasana precautions in detail, including who 
should modify the pose, common mistakes to avoid, alignment tips, health considerations, and 
how to practice safely for long-term benefits. 

Why Savasana Precautions Are Important 
Many people underestimate the importance of savasana precautions because the pose appears 
passive. However, lying flat on the back for several minutes can create strain in certain areas of 
the body, particularly the lower back, neck, and hips. Additionally, individuals with specific 
medical conditions need to approach the pose with care. 

Savasana is designed to relax the nervous system, calm the mind, and integrate the benefits of 
a yoga session. If performed incorrectly, instead of relaxation, it may cause restlessness, 
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discomfort, or mental distraction. Following proper savasana precautions ensures that the body 
remains supported and the mind stays alert yet relaxed. 

Basic Alignment Precautions 
Correct alignment is one of the most important savasana precautions. Even slight misalignment 
can create tension over time. 

● Lie flat on a comfortable, firm surface such as a yoga mat. 
 

● Keep the legs slightly apart to allow the hips to relax naturally. 
 

● Let the feet fall outward without forcing them. 
 

● Place the arms slightly away from the body with palms facing upward. 
 

● Keep the head centered and aligned with the spine. 
 

Improper head positioning is a common issue. If the chin lifts too high, it may strain the neck. If it 
tucks too deeply, it can restrict breathing. Using a small folded blanket under the head can help 
maintain natural alignment. 

Lower Back Care and Support 
One of the key savasana precautions involves protecting the lower back. Many people 
experience discomfort in this area when lying flat. This usually happens due to tight hip flexors 
or an exaggerated arch in the lumbar spine. 

To prevent strain: 

● Place a bolster or pillow under the knees to reduce pressure on the lower back. 
 

● Ensure the pelvis feels neutral and relaxed. 
 

● Avoid forcing the lower back to press into the mat. 
 

Supporting the knees allows the spine to settle comfortably and prevents unnecessary tension. 

Neck and Shoulder Precautions 



Neck and shoulder tension can disrupt relaxation. Among essential savasana precautions, 
keeping the upper body relaxed is crucial. 

● Use a thin cushion under the head if needed. 
 

● Ensure shoulders are rolled slightly under to open the chest. 
 

● Release tension in the jaw and facial muscles. 
 

Avoid lifting the head repeatedly during the pose, as this can strain the neck muscles. 

Pregnancy-Related Precautions 
Pregnant women must be especially mindful of savasana precautions. After the first trimester, 
lying flat on the back for extended periods may compress major blood vessels and reduce 
circulation. 

Instead: 

● Practice side-lying relaxation, preferably on the left side. 
 

● Use pillows between the knees and under the head for support. 
 

● Keep the body fully supported to prevent strain. 
 

Consulting a healthcare professional before practicing yoga during pregnancy is always 
recommended. 

Precautions for People with Medical Conditions 
Certain health conditions require additional savasana precautions: 

1. Low Blood Pressure 

Suddenly getting up from Savasana can cause dizziness. Always roll to one side and rise 
slowly. 

2. Back Injuries 

Individuals with herniated discs or chronic back pain should use knee support and consult a 
qualified yoga instructor. 



3. Respiratory Issues 

Those with breathing difficulties should ensure the chest remains open and unrestricted. 

4. Anxiety or Trauma Sensitivity 

For some individuals, lying still with eyes closed may trigger anxiety. Modifications such as 
keeping the eyes slightly open or practicing guided relaxation may help. 

Avoid Falling Asleep 
One of the most overlooked savasana precautions is staying mentally aware. Savasana is not 
meant to be a nap. The goal is conscious relaxation. 

Falling asleep reduces the mental awareness that makes the pose beneficial. To avoid sleep: 

● Focus on natural breathing. 
 

● Practice a body scan meditation. 
 

● Maintain gentle awareness of sensations. 
 

If you feel extremely tired, it may indicate your body needs rest, but ideally, cultivate mindful 
stillness rather than sleep. 

Environmental Precautions 
The practice environment plays a role in savasana precautions. Since the body cools down 
quickly during stillness: 

● Use a light blanket to stay warm. 
 

● Avoid practicing in a noisy or distracting area. 
 

● Dim the lights to promote relaxation. 
 

A comfortable environment enhances the overall experience and prevents physical discomfort. 

Time Duration Precautions 



While Savasana is beneficial, staying too long without proper support may cause stiffness. 
Beginners can start with 5–7 minutes and gradually increase to 10–15 minutes. 

One of the practical savasana precautions is listening to your body. If you feel discomfort 
building, gently adjust your position without sudden movements. 

Mental and Emotional Safety 
Savasana can sometimes bring suppressed emotions to the surface. This is normal because 
the body and mind are deeply relaxed. However, it is important to approach this experience 
gently. 

Among important savasana precautions is allowing emotions to arise without judgment. If 
overwhelming feelings occur, focus on steady breathing or slowly come out of the pose. Guided 
relaxation or professional support may be helpful for those dealing with trauma. 

Proper Way to Exit the Pose 
How you come out of the pose is just as important as how you enter it. One of the critical 
savasana precautions is avoiding sudden movements. 

● Begin by deepening your breath. 
 

● Gently move fingers and toes. 
 

● Stretch the arms overhead if comfortable. 
 

● Roll onto your right side in a fetal position. 
 

● Slowly press yourself up to a seated position. 
 

Standing up too quickly may cause lightheadedness or disrupt the calm state achieved during 
practice. 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 
Understanding mistakes helps reinforce savasana precautions. Common errors include: 

● Keeping legs too close together 
 

● Clenching the jaw 
 



● Holding the breath 
 

● Practicing on an overly soft mattress 
 

● Skipping the pose entirely 
 

Each of these mistakes reduces the effectiveness of the posture and may create discomfort. 

Benefits of Following Savasana Precautions 
When proper savasana precautions are followed, the pose offers numerous benefits: 

● Deep relaxation of muscles 
 

● Reduced stress and anxiety 
 

● Balanced nervous system 
 

● Improved concentration 
 

● Enhanced recovery after physical activity 
 

● Better sleep quality 
 

Safety enhances effectiveness. A well-supported body allows the mind to fully relax. 

Using Props for Extra Safety 
Props are not a sign of weakness; they are tools for comfort and support. Among helpful 
savasana precautions is using props such as: 

● Bolsters under knees 
 

● Blankets for warmth 
 

● Eye pillows to reduce light stimulation 
 

● Cushions for head and neck support 
 

These additions can make the pose more accessible and therapeutic. 



Savasana Precautions for Beginners 
Beginners often struggle with stillness. Essential savasana precautions for new practitioners 
include: 

● Practicing guided relaxation 
 

● Starting with shorter durations 
 

● Adjusting posture if discomfort arises 
 

● Staying patient with wandering thoughts 
 

With consistent practice, comfort and awareness improve naturally. 

Long-Term Practice and Awareness 
Savasana may appear to be the simplest yoga posture, but it is deeply transformative when 
practiced correctly. Following proper savasana precautions ensures that the body remains safe 
while the mind experiences deep rest. Over time, this practice can improve overall well-being 
and emotional balance. 

In today’s fast-paced world, taking even a few minutes for conscious relaxation can have 
powerful effects. By respecting savasana precautions and listening to your body’s needs, you 
create a safe and nurturing space for healing and restoration. 

Ultimately, Savasana is not just about lying down—it is about mindful surrender, awareness, and 
balance. With the right precautions, it becomes one of the most beneficial and restorative parts 
of any yoga practice. 
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